GREECE                                              205
1 * *
and It Is from the areas mentioned, from Zante and Cephalonia IB*-,
the Ionian Isles, and from Chalcis in Euboea, that the bulk of the
Greek currant crop is obtained. In these places the conditions of
soil and climate are so favourable that they are more than able to
meet the world's demand. Indeed, over-production has at times
been so great that in 1905 a Privileged Company was empowered
by the Government to purchase all currants grown for export, to
fix prices, to restrict output, and to sell the surplus for the manu-
facture of alcohol. This company was abolished in 1924, but since
then the Government has been forced to intervene and buy up sur-
plus stocks. The agricultural products of the islands are similar
to those of the peninsula. Crete, Corfu, and Mitylene export olive
ofl; Crete is noted for its sultanas; and Chios for its almonds,
oranges, and lemons.
The mineral wealth of Greece is not great and is but partially
exploited. Iron ore is mined at Laurion in Attica, in the islands of
Seriphos and Siphnos, and elsewhere. In the first of these regions
silver-lead ores are worked, mainly for the lead which they contain,
and zinc in the form of calamine is found. In the island of Naxos
there are large deposits of emery. Lignite is mined in Euboea,
Nickel, "manganese, and copper are also obtained in the country.
The mineral wealth of the Macedonian region is believed to be more
extensive, but so fax little has been done for its development.
As already indicated, the chief manufactures of Greece are those
which depend for their raw material upon the agricultural produce
of the country. Olive oil and wine are made in the districts in
which the olive and the vine are grown, and in some of the olive-
growing districts, such as Crete and Mitylene, soap is manufactured.
Distilleries and flour-mills are widely distributed. Cotton goods
are produced either at towns situated, Hke Levadia and Trikkala,
in the cotton-growing districts, or at the Piraeus, where raw cotton
can be obtained from abroad. In Macedonia and elsewhere the
tobacco industry is important. Domestic industries, and more
especially the manufacture of woollen goods, axe found in all the
rural districts. Refugees from Asia Minor have within the last ten
years established an important carpet-maMng industry near
Athens. The principal imports axe cereals, raw cotton and wool
textiles, iron and steel goods and machinery, chemicals, and timber;
tobacco, currants, olives and olive "oil make up the bulk of ""the,